[Localized pure or mixed ground-glass lung opacities].
Localized ground-glass opacities (GGOs) have been recently individualized and account for between 2.9% and 19% of all pulmonary nodules detected in high-risk patients included in CT screening series for lung cancer. These opacities, nodular, lobular or flat, correspond to benign lesions (localised infectious and inflammatory diseases, focal interstitial fibrosis, and atypical alveolar hyperplasia) or malignant lesions (bronchioloalveolar carcinoma, early-stage adenocarcinoma and sometimes metastases). Localized GGOs are more likely to be malignant than solid nodules and prognosis is related to the percentage of the ground-glass component. However, doubling time of pure localized malignant GGOs is longer than mixed localized malignant GGOs and even longer than the doubling time of solid malignant nodules. Therefore, localized GGOs warrant a dedicated diagnostic workup.